THE VICTORY AT SIDI BARRANI, DECEMBER 12, 1940
siderable masses of material may be found there. The pursuit to
the Westward continues with the greatest vigour, the Air Force are
now bombing and the Navy are shelling the principal road open to
the retreating enemy, and considerable additional captures have
already been reported besides those which fell within the original
encirclement.
While it is too soon to measure the scale of these operations, it
is clear that they constitute a victory which, in this African theatre
of war, is of the first order, and reflects the highest credit upon Sir
Archibald Wavell, Sir Maitland Wilson, the staff officers who
planned this exceedingly complicated operation, and the troops who
performed the remarkable feats of endurance and daring which
accomplished it. The whole episode must be judged upon the back-
ground of the fact that it is only three or four months ago that our
anxieties for the defence of Egypt were acute. Those anxieties are
now removed, and the British guarantee and pledge that Egypt
would be effectually defended against all comers has been, in every
way, made good.